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Havant Library
by Julie

On 18 August we held our 
first  Summer Fayre. At  the 
event  I promoted the library 
and the benefits it  can offer 
members who are seeking 
m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n a n d 
enlightenment—and raised 
funds for the church by 
selling second hand books 
with content suitable for our 
patrons.
 A f t e r s u c h a 
successful sale, what  I need is 
for you to donate any books 
of a spiritual nature that I can 
then offer for sale at  the next 
open day. It’s time to clear out 
your bookshelves of all those 
old psychic’s biographies, 
books about  crystals, healing, 
palmistry, tea-cup reading, 
and hand them over—to me 
or any other committee 
member—for the benefit  of 
the church.
 Our thanks go to the 
anonymous donator of lots of 
books found on the doorstep. 
This was a great help on the 
Summer Fayre and will 
enable us to have a different 
selection on display.
 Have you read the 
new, revamped Psychic 
News? What do you think of 
i t ? L e t u s k n o w a t 
havantspiritualists@rocketma
il.com , or tell Julie, or any 
committee member. There are 
some back issues if you want 
to catch up.

Havant Spiritualists

For your information:
Although ‘Havant Spiritualists’ is available without charge, any donation towards 
the cost of its production will be gratefully received.

Traditionally, we have held services 
for worship on Wednesdays and 
Sundays. The Sunday Service is a 
full bodied affair, and the 
Wednesday service, shorter, lighter 
evening. Both contain the expected 
elements of a traditional church 
service; prayers, hymns or 
enlightening songs, spiritual reading 
and rounded off with a session of 
mediumship.
" So that we can offer something new and different, we will be 
swapping one Wednesday each month for an Alternative evening. 
" These Alternative Wednesdays will be for those wishing to 
find out more about Spiritualism, spiritual thinking and ideas, and 
to broaden their knowledge, within a spiritual setting. 
" Each month our guest speaker will talk about an aspect of 
spirituality, and those attending will be encouraged to ask questions 
about the subject. It will be an evening for discussion. After a break 
for tea or coffee and a biscuit, we will round off with a session of 
mediumship.
" There will be a small charge for the evening, and the 
refreshments will be included in that charge.
" If there is a particular subject you would like us to get a 
speaker to talk about, let any committee member know.

Our first Alternative Wednesday is September 12, 
doors open at 7.00pm for a 7.30 start. Bring a friend - 
and an open mind. We look forward to seeing you there.

£2 on the door.

Alternative 
Wednesdays 
Something different at Havant
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The last issue of Havant 
Spiritualists was back in 
April. I hoped then that I 
would get an issue 
published in time for June, 
but sadly family problems 

kept me away from the keyboard, and I have only just 
got myself organised and ‘back in gear’.
 So, here we are with the August issue. 
 Back in April the weather held so much 
promise; warm, sunny days and lengthening evenings. 
I almost got the bar-b-que out of the garage. Luckily I 
didn’t. Our modern climate has, yet again, turned 
summer on its head, with gales, storms and flooding. I 
even had to turn the heating on at one stage. It is good 
that real summer weather is back with us now.
 Plenty has happened over the last couple of 
months, we had a demonstration of sound and 
vibration by Nick and Margaret Harper, our Open 
Day on May 19, and a Fledglings Evening on June 6.
 We held a charity event, with Terry Taylor on 
July 28, which was enjoyed by a full house, and £190 
was made for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

 On August 18 we held our 
first Summer Fayre, with cakes for 
sale, bric-a-brac, books, tombola, 
jewellery, cuddly toys, ‘jam jar’ 
lucky dip, a raffle and mini-
readings by Magenta Catz, a 
popular local medium. Our hard 
work was rewarded with lots of cash raised for church 
funds.
 Surprisingly, after the many requests to hold 
one, the Beetle drive was cancelled due to lack of 
interest.
 We rely on your support to make these events 
successful. Successful events mean we can keep the 
church going, your church. If you want more 
information ask any committee member.  Check out 
the back page for a list of events. If you have any 
suggestions, let us know about them, too.
 Already the evenings are starting to draw in. 
Although we are just beginning our summer, it’s a 
gentle reminder that winter will return. But before it 
does, let’s enjoy the warmth and sunshine.

From the Editor

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

Pleasure, that is happiness 
surely? It is physical pleasure 
that makes me happy. The five 
senses; to see beautiful things, to 
feel cool cotton sheets, to smell 
new mown grass, to hear 
birdsong at dawn, to taste a fine 
wine.

Without these pleasures surely 
there is no happiness in life?
 But when I have enjoyed 
such a pleasure I am not satisfied, I 

want it again, or I want it bigger 
and better. I want more. I can’t 
have more. There is only so much I 
can have. Perhaps I can’t afford to 
buy it, perhaps it is no longer there 
to see or touch. Perhaps my ears 
are failing and I hear only tinnitus. 
Perhaps if I take it, there will be 
none left for someone else. What if 
someone steals my pleasure-piece?
 This is displeasure. I am 
unhappy. My wanting is causing 
me pain. I want not to have this 
pain, which means I am wanting 

more, only getting more pain. I am 
lost twixt the two; for pleasure I 
must suffer pain.
 I should be happy with 
what I have, for otherwise life is 
nowt but suffering. There is only 
change. What I had yesterday is 
gone today, what I have today will 
be gone tomorrow. But what I 
don’t have I cannot lose.

Contentment, that is happiness.
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After a lot of hard work the Summer Fayre was ready to go.
 We had a tombola, and soft toy prizes. Velma ran the jewellery 
stand, Ruth ran the raffle and Jan ran the ‘jam jar game’. This was a 
fun game where each jam jar had a length of string attached. All the 
strings ran through a tube so you couldn’t tell which string was going 
to which jam jar. When you pulled your chosen string, you got a 
surprise prize from the jar that moved. The kids loved it.
 Jan also booked mini-readings with our mediums. A short, 10 
minute reading was all you got, but this proved most popular. Magenta 
Catz was our resident medium, with Alan taking any overflow.
 Julie, our librarian, ran a book stall and I ran the bric-a-brac. 
Pride of place went to the home-made cakes. Patricia’s cakes sold 
like ... well, hot cakes!
 Another productive day at Havant SC with more than £400 
going in to church funds. It is events like this that help to keep the 
church going, so we need your support and participation. Have you 
got any ideas or suggestions for next year’s Summer Fayre?

SUMMER FAYRE - 18 AUGUST

Don’t forget to Like us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter, read our blog at 
Havantspiritualists.Wordpress.com 

and check out our new web site at 
http://havantspiritualistchurch.bravesites.com

Important web site news!

Our web address has changed.
The hosting company was having issues with their 
servers being bombarded with spam, and other 
problems.

They have relocated our site to a new address on 
servers that are more secure. This means our 
webmaster has to rebuild the pages. He’s not doing 
too bad, and has made a good start - so nip over to 
the new address and have a look. Let us know what 
you think.

http://havantspiritualistchurch.bravesites.com
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Stephanie, a writer friend, posts on 
her blog two or three times a week. 
The content is aimed at writers and, 

in this case, those whose efforts don’t get published. Usually, 
like most blogs, the content is fairly superficial, but this 
piece (reproduced with her permission) struck a chord:

 “On my desk is a tiny contraption which, when 
cranked, plays part of Here Comes the Sun. It has no other 
purpose. Unlike a music box, you can’t store stuff in it. It 
doesn’t even play the whole song. I paid $9 for this 
contraption. I could buy nine full songs on iTunes for that.

 But it was worth every penny. I would buy it again.

 In fact, it’s the second one I’ve bought. The first one is 
on my desk at work and plays the Pink Panther theme song.

The point?

 Not everything has to be a cure for cancer. Not 
everything has to be an insightful commentary on the human 
condition. Not everything has to be educational, or 
inspirational, or profitable.

 The world needs more things that exist just to make us 
smile.

 Some people are like Vulcans* at a baseball game. 
They just don’t know how to have fun.

 The power to brighten someone’s day is just as 
valuable as the power to help someone get a new perspective, 
or accept a hard truth, or take action for a cause.

 Some things exist to save the world. Some things exist 
to make the world worth saving.”

*  *  *

Is there some insignificant event or article that  has made your 
life special?

 Tell me about it, either by email to:
havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com

speak to me, a committee member, or leave a note at the 
church.
*Mr Spock, on the Starship Enterprise, is a Vulcan. He is far too logical to see the 
fun side in things. He would  not  understand the point  in playing basket  ball - mind 
you, not many British do,either!

2012 Calendar
August / September

Sunday 26 Aug, 6.30pm
Service - Cheryl Brennan
Wednesday 29 Aug, 7.30pm
Service - Magenta Catz
Sunday 2 Sept, 6.30pm
Service - Jane Meakin
Wednesday 5 Sept, 7.30pm
Service - Andrew Manship (Fledglings)
Sunday 9 Sept, 6.30pm
Service - Anne Wright
Wednesday 12 Sept, 7.30pm
Alternative Wednesday - Jan Harris
Sunday 16 Sept, 6.30pm
Service - Mandy Wild
Wednesday 19 Sept, 7.30pm
Service - Terri Stromeyer
Sunday 23 Sept, 6.30pm
Service - Amy Wilkinson
Wednesday 26 Sept, 7.30pm
Service - Karen Sargood
Sunday 30 Sept, 6.30pm
Service - Jeff Woodhouse

Speaker may be changed at short notice

Havant Spiritualist Church
Brockhampton Lane

Havant
PO9 1JB

T: 07586 421780
E: havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com

Your comments on the newsletter are 
always welcome

THE BACK PAGE PHILOSOPHY
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