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Volume 3, Issue 5 

Winter 2010 

In the last issue we reported on the 
sad demise of Psychic News . That 
was more than three months ago 
when the longest published 
Spiritualist newspaper, published 
its last edition. But that was not the 
end of the matter—oh no! 

 Former PN editor, Sue 
Farrow, and her team have 
created a new, on line, publication 
called Spirit of PN intended to 
continue the spirit and passion of 
the original, hence the name. 

 Sue aims to provide the 
latest news and articles to make 
you think. There will be interviews 
and readers comments. 

 Initially Spirit of PN will only be 
available on the internet, but as it 
develops the team hope to produce a 

paper printed version every month. 

For those with access to the world wide web, you can find the 
first edition of Spirit of PN is available at:  

http://spiritofpn.wordpress.com 
If any non-computerised friend would like to read Spirit of PN it 
can be freely printed for them, until paper copies are available. 

If you enjoyed the old PN, you’ll love Spirit of PN. 

Sue Farrow, editor of 
Spirit of PN 
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Letter from the editor 

H A V A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  

So what does an editor do during his spare moments? 
Well this one has been raising cash for a good cause. 

 In October, the British Association of Decorative 
and Folk Art, BADFA, displayed at its annual convention 
in Lutterworth, a series of hand decorated bras. They 
were auctioned, and the money raised was donated to 
Cancer Research UK. There were about 50 bras on 
show and the best one received a prize donated by 
Bravissimo (bras for more generously proportioned 
ladies) The judge was actor, Bill Maynard, who played 
Selwyn Froggitt and Claude Greengrass on the telly. He 
seemed to enjoy the event immensely. 

 The bra auction grew from an American idea by 
the Heart of Ohio Tole painters ( heartofohiotole.org ). 

 Four of the bras were donated by Julie and I, and 
the task was not as simple as we first thought. Bras are 
made of materials that do not lend themselves to the 
application of paint. It’s like painting a sponge, and the 
curved shape, although appealing, makes getting the 
picture facing the right way a bit of a problem. But with 
all the hands on experience we gained we sent off our 
entries and the whole event raised more than £370. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t win a prize, but here are the 
bras we sent. 

 What have you been up to? Let me know and I’ll 
pass it on to everyone - we’d love to hear from you. 

 

...oooOOOooo... 

On a completely different tack, Julie and I are now fully 
signed up members of Havant Spiritualist Church. We 
joined as associate members in March and became full 
members on 31 October (Hallowe’en; appropriate, we 
thought). Vice President, Maureen took our oath and 
we signed the register. We are now proud to be 
Spiritualists—officially. 

Are you a member? Why not join? It’s not expensive, 
you will be made most welcome and will have your 
chance to contribute to the running of the church. 

Arthur Findlay College 

The new 2011 programme for events taking place at Arthur 
Findlay College is available at the church. Pick up your copy, 
it’s free. 

 There are more than 80 courses throughout the year, 
so for further information contact the college at: 

Stansted Hall, Stansted, Essex CM24 8UD - 01279 813636 
or email: afc@snu.org.uk 
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Christmas thought …  

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  5  

 God is a touchy subject for many people. Perhaps you 
believe there's an intelligence that animates the Universe. 
As Spiritualist you may call this intelligence God. Some 
consider that God might be embodied in an animal, or that 
God might be an energy, others may imagine a father or 
mother-like person or spirit. Whether or not your belief is 
correct for others is not important. In a conversation about 
God another's sense of God might not match yours, but 
that does not make either of you wrong. 
 What about Santa Claus? My Santa comes from 
the North Pole and wears the red suit with white trim most 
of you are familiar with. A person from Finland may say 
that Santa comes from Finland, and wears clothes 
fashioned from the hides of polar bears. Trying to explain 
to him who the real Santa is might not work.  
 You may only think about Santa once a year, but 
when you do, do you ask for everything you want, and in 
return promise to be good? Some years Santa hears you 
and comes through with all the goods as ordered. Other years it seems like he had fallen asleep 
on the job. 
 So take a moment, is your conversation with God, similar to the conversation you have 
with Santa? We give thanks for the many things he's given us in the past, while doing our best to 
not to complain about some of the unwanted gifts that we got lumbered with. We ask for a lot for 
the future, and promise very little, if anything in return. Does this pattern seem at all familiar to 
you? Ask for a lot, give back a little, and feel somehow cheated or misunderstood when your 
requests are not met. 
 Perhaps we should have a different relationship with God. Let's assume that if God 
knows anything at all about us, He already knows what we want and don't want. We don't need 
to keep telling Him over and over again, just to be sure. 

 We recognise that we have little understanding of why our 
prayers appear to get answered some times, and not others. One 
thing does seem clear though – praying in a louder, more imploring 
voice, or promising to be good, have very little effect on the results 
we achieve. 
 We realise that we were lucky we didn't get a lot of the stuff 
we asked for in the past. We really don't know what is best for us 
and probably proved that many times over the years, and 
regardless of everything we know, when left to our own devices we 
are still prone to screwing up fairly often. 
 Now let’s change our approach. We should surrender to 
what happens, rather than creating our own agenda, which often 
doesn't work out anyway. It makes more sense for us to adapt to 
God, rather than trying to get God to adapt to us! 
 We could spend some time in the morning asking God what 
he'd like from us, rather than asking Him to do all the giving. At the 
end of our day, make sure we give thanks for all we have. When 
doing this make sure to include some of what seems obvious or 
ordinary, like water, shelter and food, because there are many 
people in the world who don't have those basics - and not so far 
from home. 
 Do a lot more listening to your God rather than talking to 
Him. Listening is a skill that we all need to develop quite a bit more. 
 What do you think? 



Another great quiz night at Havant. Super food, tricky 
questions and good company made for an entertaining 
evening. The winning team was the ‘Over 50s’  – or 
should that be the ‘well over 50s’? 

 Thanks to those who gave their time and effort 
ensuring we had a good night’s entertainment. Oh, the 
raffle raised lots for church funds, too. 

 Do you know what rhino horn is made of? 

October Quiz Night 

Taylor’s Law of Evidence states; ‘ … by satisfactory evidence 
(sufficient evidence) is intended, that amount of which ordinarily 
satisfies an unprejudiced mind beyond reasonable doubt.’ 

Dictionary.net says about unprejudiced: free from undue bias or 
prepossession; not preoccupied by opinion; impartial. 

And beyond (a) reasonable doubt: The standard that must be met by 
the prosecution's evidence in a criminal prosecution: that no other 
logical explanation can be derived from the facts  
(legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com) 

 So, every time a medium tells us something about the 
communicator, in order to prove their continued existence after 
physical death, it should satisfy our unprejudiced mind, beyond 
reasonable doubt, that they are communicating with the person we 
know. 

 But how often does the duty 
medium fulfil those criteria? We 
usually get a general description; 
age, height, size. Sometimes we get 
a vague description of their 
discomfort at the time of passing. 
The medium may even give a name. 
Many times all this evidence can be 
applied to deceased loved ones of 
quite a few members of the 
congregation. Is that good 
evidence? 

 For those receiving ‘a 
message’ only evidence that proves 
‘beyond a reasonable doubt’ who 
their contact is, is good enough.  

 What evidence have you received to convince you that the 
contact was genuine?   
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Evidence—is it proof? 

H A V A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  
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What's this? A rival for the SNU? No, 
SNUi is the international branch enabling 
people to become part of the union, 
wherever they live in the world. It provides 
education, classes and lectures about 
Spiritualism and its practices. It has a 
website, www.snui.org, and a Facebook 
community page (search for 'SNUi') with 
more than 400 followers.  

 On Sunday 17 October it conducted its first divine service - over 
the internet. It was a wholly international event with Janet Nohavec, the 
president, in New Jersey, USA, and speaker, Minister Steven Upton 
and demonstrator Stella Upton in the UK. The congregation was spread 
around 32 countries around the world. 

 Stella's evidential mediumship was astonishing inasmuch as 
there was no opportunity to 'read' the recipients as all return 
communication to her was by typing. The communications had a high 
degree of accuracy. 

 The SNUi are intending to hold a divine service every month, 
using its audio classroom facility; but you will have to be a member to 
take part. 

 Another 'first' by the SNUi was a live demonstration of trance 
mediumship on 18 November. The medium was Minister Judith 
Seaman and, on Facebook, the respondents were impressed with the 
results. For many it was their 
first experience of trance 
mediumship. 

 Some impressive 
teachers are members of 
SNUi; Helen Da Vita, Joseph 
Shiel, Rita Berkowitz and, best 
of all, 'our' Alan Baker. 

 It is an excellent way to 
learn about spirit 
communication, mediumship, 
the SNU, spirit art, 
Clairvoyance, Clairaudience, 
Clairsentience and even start 
your journey with your spiritual 
team. So if you are interested 
go and have a look  

 If you would like to join, 
membership is £20 a year, or 
£5 if you are a class B 
member of the SNU. See the 
web site for full details. 

SNUi 



Heaven or Hell? 
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A holy man was having a conversation with the Lord 
one day and said, “Lord, I would like to know what 
Heaven and Hell are like.” 
 The Lord led the holy man to two doors. He 
opened one of the doors and the holy man looked in. 
In the room was a round table and in the middle of 
the table was a large pot of stew. 
 The people sitting around the table were thin 
and sickly. They looked famished. They were holding 
spoons with very long handles that were strapped to 
their arms and each found it possible to reach into the 
pot of stew and take a spoonful. But because the 
handle was longer than their arms, they could not get 
the spoons back into their mouths. 
 The holy man shuddered at the sight of their 
misery and suffering. The Lord said, “You have seen 
Hell.”  

 They went to the next room and opened the 
door. It was exactly the same as the first one. There 
was the round table with the large pot of stew. 
 The people were equipped with the same 
long-handled spoons, but here the people were well 
nourished, laughing and talking. 
 The holy man said, “I don't understand.” 
 “It is simple,” said the Lord. “It requires but 
one skill. You see, they have learned to feed each 
other. The greedy think only of themselves.”  

H A V A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  

No doubt the Druids will have a good mid-winter celebration this year. 
In October, after centuries of practice  they are now officially recognised 
as a religious body. The Charities Commission have been  mulling over 
their application for charitable status for nearly five years. 

 Druidry describes itself as having a "harmonious relationship 
with deities, ancestors, spirits of the land, animals, trees, rocks, rivers 
and humanity, both through ritual activity and through everyday 
actions." 

 They will be recognised from their 
annual appearance at the Summer Solstice 
celebration at Stonehenge, Wiltshire even 
thought the site pre-dates the Druids by 
thousands of years. 

 Phil Ryder, chairman of the Druid 
Network, said, “The move gives an old 
practice new validity, and it will go a long 
way to make Druidry a lot more 
accessible.” There are around 10,000 
practitioners in Britain in various orders. 

Druids were the religious leaders, bards 
and sages of the Celts during pre-Christian 
times. 

Recognised religion 
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physical death. 

 Speakers from the other side tell much 
about their world, what it is like and how they live. 
They talk about what they think, do and believe, 
and it makes compelling reading. 

 After each séance Mr Findley gives some 
interesting points on what has been said. 
Nineteen was a bit much as he could have 
summed up a lot in maybe four or five séances 
but nevertheless it is good reading if you are into 
the actual spirits talking and conversing to the 
circle. I found this book a bit heavy going. 

 I give the book 8/10 because it is long 
winded and repetitive. 

Where Two Worlds Meet  
by Arthur Findley (1951) 

“ ...can be recommended unreservedly to those 
who wish to pursue their studies. Mr Findley is 
one of the best known writers on the subject.” 
was the Daily Mail’s comment. Other comments; 
‘absorbing’, ‘a masterpiece’, and ‘a fascinating 
collection of conversations between this world 
and the next.’ 

 This book details nineteen séances by 
famous Scottish direct voice medium, John 
Sloan. Hundreds of spirit communicators spoke 
and an expert stenographer recorded everything 
said by both the spirits and others present. 

 The result is an array of evidence which 
even the most cautious investigator would admit 
is overwhelmingly in favour of survival after 
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Book Reviews By Tony Evered 

Speak to Velma, our librarian, who will be pleased to recommend other books in the collection that 
may interest you. Have you read any books about Spiritualism or subjects that may interest our 
readers? We would be pleased to receive a short review for inclusion in the newsletter. Hand your 
paper copy to any committee member, or email it to the editor at: 
havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com. 

Life in the World Unseen 
By Anthony Borgia (1954) 

This book gives one of the most comprehensive 
accounts of what follows physical death. 
Received through the clairaudient mediumship of 
Anthony Borgia. The communicator was his old 
friend monsignor Robert Hugh Benson, son of a 
former Bishop of Canterbury.  

 In this absorbing volume, Mr Borgia 
explains that M Benson had sought permission to 
communicate with him as he wanted to correct 
certain misconceptions about the nature of 
psychic phenomena which he had propagated in 
a book while still alive on earth.  

 The actual story begins with Benson 
describing his own passing, what happened next 
and then, in considerable detail, the nature of the 
realm he was currently in. He also described his 
visits to ‘lower’ and ‘higher’ realms of the spirit 

world. He goes on to tell us about Homes of 
Rest, Halls of Learning, spirit world flowers, 
soil, recreation, the children’s sphere,  
occupations and other topics. 

 There is no way to prove or disprove 
the reality of the account, but it is a remarkable 
insight into the afterlife. Each reader must 
judge for themselves what to make of the 
book. I found it unbelievable in some places, 
but mostly it made sense. 

 It is well worth reading this book as 
there is so much to take in that I wondered 
how a person could make it all up. See for your 
self. I give it 8/10. 

 There is a follow up which I would not 
recommend so much as it is more of the same, 
so I’d only give that one 6/10. 



Brockhampton Lane 
Havant 

PO9 1JB 

AFFILIATED TO THE 
SPIRITUALISTS’  NATIONAL UNION 

 In December there is; Hanukkah, a Jewish 
festival, also known as the Festival of Lights, Al 
Hijra, Islamic new year, Bodhi Day, when Buddhists 
celebrate the day Siddhartha Gautama attained 
enlightenment under the bodhi tree, Ashura, a day 
of fasting for Sunni Muslims. Marks the day that Nuh 
(Noah) left the Arc and the day Musa (Moses) was 
saved from the Egyptians by Allah. Shi’a Muslims 
celebrate the martyrdom of Hussein, grandson of the 
prophet Mohammed, Winter Solstice , a celebration 
by Pagans and others, of the pending return of the 
sun, and Kwanzaa, a celebration of African heritage. 
Mainly in US, initiated in 1966. 

 In January; the birthday of Guru Gobind 
Singh, He declared the Sikh holy book his 
successor instead of another person, Maghi, when 
Sikhs commemorate the martyrdom of the ‘forty 
immortals’, Makar Sakrant, an important day for 
Hindus as they celebrate the sun’s journey into 
the northern hemisphere, World Religion Day, 
initiated in 1950 by the Baha’i faith to address the 
need for religious unity, Vasant Panchami, 
dedicated to Sarwaswati, the Hindu goddess of 
learning and the wife of Brahma, and Tu B’shvat, 
Jewish new year for trees. All trees have their 
birthday today, whenever they were planted. 

(Dates may vary, check official calendars for current events) 

Officially we don’t celebrate Christmas, it is for 
Christians. But then most of those who do celebrate 
it only do so as an excuse for non-Christian 
excesses of food, drink and partying—good old 
fashioned Pagan Bacchanalia . 

 But there is no reason we can’t join in and 
enjoy the principles of love and peace on earth. 
Surely all religions must support that? But it is hard 
to ignore the commercialisation and greed that is the 
epitome of a modern Christmas. 

 The principle of the Christmas season can 
be part of our mid-winter holiday; the ancient  ways 
of gift-giving, tree decorating and bringing family and 
society together during a time when there was little 
to do during the short winter days and long cold 
nights, except look forward to better times in the 
spring, when life re-emerges. Embellish it all with 
twinkly lights, snow and Santa Claus, and there you 
have it, Christmas. 

 So as Spiritualists we, too, can feel the joy of 
Brotherhood, we can take time for our neighbours, 
friends and families—our society, the animals, wild 
and domesticated, our environment and our planet.
  But what are other religions up to 
during mid-winter time? 

Spiritualist Philosophy 

Phone: 023 9247 4300  
(answer phone when church closed) 

or: 023 9235 8367  
email: alanrbaker@waitrose.com 

 
www.havantspiritualistchurch.bravehost.com 

The place to find out about 
Spiritualism 

January 2011 

Date Time Service/Demo Speaker 

Sun 2 6.30 pm Service Jim Fitzpatrick 

Wed 5 7.30 pm Service Neil Payne 

Sat 8 7.00 pm Transfiguration 
Demo 

John Hocking 

Sun 9 6.30 pm Service Suzie Matthews  

Wed 12 7.30 pm  Service Jill Pickett 

Sun 16 6.30 pm Service Brian Hatcher 

Wed 19 7.30 pm Service Betty Redwood 

Sun 23 6.30 pm Service Andrew Manship 

Wed 26 7.30 pm Service Alf Hunt 

Sun 30 6.30 pm Service Brenda Lawrence 

List of speakers and demonstrators for next month 

A complete list of speakers and demonstrators for the whole year is available on request 

Havant 
Spiritualist 

Church 

Editor: Kim P. Moody  
havantspiritualits@rocketmail.com 

Your contributions and comments are always 
welcome. 


