
Psychic News has been reporting on spiritual and psychic matters 
since 1932, and is the world's longest-published newspaper of its kind. 
First published on 28th May 1932, it had subscribers in 28 countries. 

The newspaper was founded by Maurice Barbanell, who was reported 
to have been inspired by spirit guides to call it Psychic News. Also 
involved at the start were famous Fleet Street journalist and Spiritualist 
Hannen Swaffer, and Arthur Findlay, Spiritualist, scholar and 
stockbroker. 

Psychic News—the end? 

For your information: 

Although ‘Havant 
Spiritualists’ is available 
without charge, any 
donation towards the cost 
of its production will be 
gratefully received. 
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Volume 3, Issue 4 

Autumn 2010 

The last issue was published at the end of July, but is not known if 
there is likely to be a re-launch in a different format. It is also not 
known if PN’s publisher, Psychic Press (1995) Ltd will continue to sell 
its other publications, as it will go into liquidation on 15 September. 

Early in 2009, PN received a generous donation from the Arthur 
Findlay College so that it could expand and, in the words of editor, 
Susan Farrow, “… return to its rightful place as a vibrant and 
committed international ambassador for Spiritualism”, but in a little 
more than a year PN is no more. 

It has been difficult to maintain sales over the years, the costs 
involved in producing the weekly newspaper exceeded the profits 
made from its sale. So, even after the recent changes, the familiar 
paper will no longer appear in churches and other outlets around the 
world.  

Hopefully the SNU, nationally or regionally, will consider filling the 
void with information and news being made available to those, like us, 
who produce our own newsletter. We will continue to spread the 
word. 
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Letter from the editor 

H A V A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  

More Pun-ishment 

In the previous issue we gave you some puns -  
for fun. We didn’t think you could cope with them 
all at once, so here are the remaining ones.  
 
• If you jump off a Paris bridge, you are in 

Seine. 
• When she saw her first strands of grey hair, 

she thought she'd dye. 
• Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead to 

know basis. 
• Santa's helpers are subordinate clauses. 
• Acupuncture: a jab well done. 
• Marathon runners with bad shoes suffer the 

agony of de feet. 
• The roundest knight at king Arthur's round 

table was Sir Cumference. He acquired his 
size from too much pi. 

• I thought I saw an eye doctor on an 
Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an 
optical Aleutian. 

• She was only a whisky maker, but he loved 
her still. 

• A rubber band pistol was confiscated from 
algebra class because it was a weapon of 
math disruption. 

• The butcher backed into the meat grinder 
and got a little behind in his work. 

• No matter how much you push the 
envelope, it'll still be stationery.. 

• A dog gave birth to puppies near the road 
and was cited for littering. 

• Two silk worms had a race. They ended up 
in a tie. 

• A hole has been found in the nudist camp 
wall. The police are looking into it. 

• Atheism is a non-prophet organisation. 
• Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the 

hallway. One hat said to the other, 'You 
stay here, I'll go on a head.' 

• I wondered why the baseball kept getting 
bigger. Then it hit me. 

• A sign on the lawn at a drug rehab centre 
said: 'Keep off the Grass.' 

• A small boy swallowed some coins and 
was taken to a hospital. When his 
grandmother telephoned to ask how he 
was, a nurse said, 'No change yet.' 

• The soldier who survived mustard gas and 
pepper spray is now a seasoned veteran. 

• When cannibals ate a missionary, they got 
a taste of religion. 

• Don't join dangerous cults: Practice safe 
sects. 

I get a lot of people asking if they can submit articles to be published in Havant 
Spiritualists. The answer is, of course, yes. It is always good to get help filling the 
pages, it is your newsletter and I spend a long time staring at white space waiting for 
inspiration. 

 Some of those potential contributors would like to have a poem or verse 
printed. Sometimes these are inspired by Spirit, other times by events in their life.  

 I can edit articles to sort out punctuation, spellings and grammar, but trying to 
sort out a poem without spoiling the passion and meaning is a different matter. 

 So, if you want to submit a poem and it is meant to rhyme, make sure it 
rhymes. Make sure the metre is correct and consistent. Read it aloud to yourself and 
a trusted friend, or record it and play it back to yourself, before you send it.  

 There is no guarantee that it will be published, so please don’t be offended if 
your masterpiece does not appear in print, straightaway. All contributions will be kept 
on file and may be used later. 

 

 On a different tack, there are some Spiritualist churches on Facebook that 
make their newsletters available to others. How do you feel about Havant Spiritualists 
being available to others? Let me know at havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com. 

Regards, Kim 



The Population Census is carried out every ten 
years, the last was in 2001. The next is on 27 
March 2011. 

 The table shows the approximate 
distribution of peoples faith in the last census. It is 
no surprise that Christianity, in its various sects, 
has the largest following; after all, the might of 
Rome bludgeoned the local beliefs into submission 
centuries ago. 

 Those stating ‘No Religion’ was quite low at 
15%. Of the ‘other religions’, followers of Islam 
(Muslims) were the largest group. Where we 
should count the Jedi among us, I’m not sure. 

 The Spiritualist head count was way down 
the list, close to the Pagans. So where will we be 
in the 2011 census? 

 There is unlikely to be a tick box marked 
specifically for us, the Office of National Statistics 
has already told the Pagan organisation Pebble 
that they will not have their own tick box. Pebble 
regard this as a good result as Pagans can define 
themselves with a dash. For example, Pagan-
Witch or Pagan-Druid. 

 The only way we will be counted will be to 
tick ‘other’ and define ourselves as Spiritualists. 
Make sure you do, it is important that we give a 
true indication of our membership, and of those 
who follow the path but have not yet joined.  

 Should we have our own tick box? Should 
the SNU be petitioning the Office of National 
Statistics to give us better recognition? Or should 
we all be turning to Jediism? 
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Census 2011 

V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  4  

Religion number % 

Christian 41,000,000 72 

No Religion  15 

Muslim 1,600,000 3 

Hindu 558,000 1 

Jedi* 390,000 0.7 

Sikh 336,000 0.6 

Jewish 267,000 0.5 

Buddhist 149,000 0.3 

Spiritualist 32,000  

Pagan 31,000  

Jain 15,000  

Wiccan 7,000  

Rastafarian 5,000  

Baha’i 5,000  

Zoroastrian 4000  

*211 Jedi respondents are registered as 
living in Havant  

Let us know what you think. Send your 
contribution to the editor at: 
havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com or on 
paper to any committee member. 



The following passage is submitted by Mick 
Williamson, from a communication received by him 
while on platform.  

 

“I woke one morning feeling better than I had for a 
long time, I turned to my wife and tried to tell her but 
she didn't seem to hear me. She was crying and 
wouldn't speak to me. I tried to console her but she 
got out of bed and went down stairs still crying. 

 “She phoned our daughter and it wasn't long 
before she arrived, also in great distress. I tried again 
to speak to them but they just ignored me. 

 “I went out of the house, and as I walked I met 
a neighbour and said hello, she walked past without 
replying, I was confused. There were plenty of people 
about but when I went up to them they just looked 
right through me as if I wasn't there, it was then I 
began to understand - I had passed away. 

 “I never really thought about what happened 
when a person died, I had always been upset about 
losing loved ones but never thought of what had 
happened to them. I just thought there was nothing, 
just the end of life. 

 “I went back to the house and as I watched, 
two other people come into the room and as I looked 
at them, they started to smile, it was my parents who 
had passed over some time ago. Then, I realised that 
life goes on in another way after physical death. 

 “I was determined to let my family know that I 
was here with them and I would look after them as I 
always had, but how could I tell them? 

Communication 

What absolute beauty that 
only God could create. 

 

May your troubles be less, 
Your blessings be more 
And nothing but happiness 
Come through your door.   
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Just a thought from Velma 

H A V A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  

 “At my funeral there were many people who I 
would never have expected to come, and as I walked 
among them, I saw a woman from along the street 
who went to the local Spiritualist church. I had always 
thought her a bit daft but harmless. Then I thought 
this might be how I could get a message to my family. 

 “I went to the next meeting and watched. I 
saw a person step onto the stage and after a few 
songs and prayers they said they were going to pass 
on messages from loved ones who had passed over. 
I watched people queue up beside the medium and 
talk to her. She didn’t seemed to notice them, but she 
must have heard one small man because she said 
that she had a massage from him for the woman in 
the green blouse. Well, although the medium didn’t 
seem to understand everything he said to her, she 
managed to tell the woman enough for her to 
understand who he was. 

 “Afterwards I spoke to the small man, and he 
explained how it works. Some mediums are more 
difficult to get through to; I should watch and wait for 
a medium I feel an affinity for. They sometimes have 
guides on the spirit side and these will help. 

 “I gave it a try. I kept thinking 'hello', but 
another man shouted over me with his thoughts and 
she heard him. I stepped back and concluded that 
mediums work in different ways and having an 
'affinity' means understanding how they work, 
working within their parameters and taking into 
account their personality. Although my life goes on, I 
have to learn new ways to communicate with those 
still on the physical plane. It can be done - and I will 
get the message through.” 



Happy 90th Birthday, Daisy 
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Daisy Riley, one of our popular 
members celebrated her 90th 
birthday with a party at Havant 
Church on 22 August. 

She was lucky to have two 
birthday cakes. The pink cake 
(right) was made our Secretary  
Jan Fielder. The one with the 
blue decoration was made by her 
daughter, Sheila. 

Congratulations Daisy! 



Book Reviews 
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Stephen Turoff—Psychic Surgeon 

By Grant Solomon 

Reviewed by Margaret Harper 

Grant Solomon investigated Stephen Turoff’s 
work for eight years before writing this book. 

 He describes Stephen’s early 
experiences with spirit and how he was drawn, 
following the death of his father, to attend a 
service in a Spiritualist Church. There he 
received a message which started him learning 
about the religion, meditating, and later to start 
healing. 

 A German spirit, Dr Joseph A Kahn who 
passed over in 1912, worked with Stephen using 
varying depths of entrancement. A whole team 
of spirit doctors and nurses started working with 
him, helping with his procedures. 

 Solomon’s book goes on to tell of many 
healing events and gives much spiritual 
philosophy. It touches, too, on Stephen’s 

H A V A N T  S P I R I T U A L I S T S  

Stephen Turoff—Psychic Surgeon can be borrowed from our library. Speak to Velma who will be 
pleased to recommend other books in the collection that may interest you. Have you read any books 
about Spiritualism or subjects that may interest our readers? We would be pleased to receive a 
short review for inclusion in the newsletter. Hand your paper copy to any committee member, or 
email it to the editor at havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com. 

admiration of Sai Baba, an Indian guru, who he 
believes to be the avatar of our age. 

 I found this book well worth reading 
and ,if you are in need of surgery, then consider 
the psychic sort—it could change your life. 

Joe Power: The Man who sees Dead People  

By Joe Power 

Reviewed by Richard Murphy 

I was so fascinated by the account of this man’s 
life that I couldn’t put it down. I read the whole 
book in two days. 

 Joe Power tells of his experiences and 
the journey that brought him into Spiritualism. He 
describes, in detail, the high and low points of 
his life and the lack of understanding of his gift 
by those around him. In describing how he 
coped (or not) with these difficulties he shows 
how we can all work our way though life’s 
tougher times. I felt a bond with him through 
shared experiences of developing mediumship.  

 When you read this book, keep an open 
mind. Forget the scepticism of people like 
Derren Brown and his TV programme, believe 
what is true for you. 

In his review, Richard refers to Derren Brown’s 
TV show. For those who wish to find out more 
about Joe Power and Derren Brown, a Google 
search on the internet for either name will 
return plenty of interesting results –Ed. 



V O L U M E  3 ,  I S S U E  4  

The committee at Havant have provisionally 
booked places at the 2011 event in Brighton 
on: 

Saturday 29 January 

 

Wow! We knew it would be popular, but the 
tickets have all gone—even before we went 
to press! Those quick enough to get tickets 
remember that the cost will need to be paid 
in full by 1 December 2010 

Holiday on Ice is the world’s most visited ice 
show. Earlier this year members of Havant 
church shared a coach with Hayling church and 
visited the ‘Spirit’ themed show in Brighton. This 
year’s extravaganza is called ‘Energia’ and 
promises to be better than ever. 
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Holiday on Ice—2011: Energia—Special church event 

A production that no 

one thought possible! 
More extravagant, more exhilarating, 

more spectacular than anything ever 

before staged on ice! 

Eyes Competition 

Whose eyes are these? Last time, to illustrate Velma 
Baker’s poem, Look, we used the picture of the eyes of 
a famous person. 

 The poem was about looking beyond a person’s 
body, which may be crippled and bent, to see the inner 
person. The competition was to guess whose eyes they 
were. 

 A bit difficult, and there were no correct 
answers. A good guess was 
that they were Maurice 
Barbanell’s, (co-founder of 
Psychic News) and I can see 
the likeness, but the eyes 
belong to Professor Stephen 
Hawking.  

 Hawking, now 68, has 
suffered with motor neurone 
disease since his early 20s. He 
can neither move nor speak for 
himself, yet his body imprisons 
the scientific mind of a 
theoretical physicist. 



Brockhampton Lane 
Havant 

PO9 1JB 

AFFILIATED TO THE 
SPIRITUALISTS’  NATIONAL UNION 

be honest enough to say if they were getting 
nothing? 

 The quote is from The University of 
Spiritualism written by Harry Boddington and was 
first published in 1947. Even then there was 
concerns that celebrity status would taint the 
medium and put him (or her) at risk of ‘“playing 
up” to their paymasters’. 

    What do you think? Should we put our 
mediums on a pedestal? Does it spoil their 
contact with spirit? Are they under too much 
pressure to perform?  

Email havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com 

‘The tendency to regard mediums as “marvels” 
should be resisted because of its reaction on the 
medium and his mediumship. Do not put 
mediums on a pedestal or flatter them. They are 
but ordinary men and women subject by reason 
of their additional sensitiveness to greater 
extremes of thought and feeling than the normal 
individual. 

 To make them feel they are a class set 
apart from the world places them in a false 
position which alienates friendships and compels 
them to become self-centred and “eccentric”.’ 

 

How relevant are the above comments to the 
mediums we know? Sally Morgan, Derek Acorah,  
Gordon Smith are examples of people who have 
made the big time as mediums. For them they 
spend their days travelling, giving readings, 
television interviews and demonstrations of 
survival. 

 But now they are famous has it affected 
their ability to read, honestly, what they are given 
by spirit? How much pressure do they feel to give 
what they think the recipient wants? Would they 

Spiritualist Philosophy 

Phone: 023 9247 4300  
(answer phone when church closed) 

or: 023 9235 8367  
email: alanrbaker@waitrose.com 

 
www.havantspiritualistchurch.bravehost.com 

The place to find out about 
Spiritualism 

October 2010 

Date Time Service/Demo Speaker 

Sun 3 6.30 Service Pet Stowell 

Wed 6 7.30 Service Colleen Giddings 

Sat 9 7.00 Social Quiz Night 

Sun 10 6.30 Service Dorothy Dent 

Wed 13 7.30 Service Brian Hatcher 

Sun 17 6.30 

Wed 20 7.30 Service Richard Hayes  

Sat 23 7.00 Demo Jenny Docherty 

Sun 24 6.30 Service Ben Gator 

Wed 27 7.30 Service Terri Stromeyer 

Sun 31 6.30 Service Judith Rogers 

Service Karen Sargood 

List of speakers and demonstrators for next month 

A complete list of speakers and demonstrators for the whole year is available on request 

Havant 
Spiritualist 

Church 

Editor: Kim P. Moody  
havantspiritualists@rocketmail.com 

Your contributions and comments are always 
welcome. 

Colin Fry and TJ Higgs publicity photo 


